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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Response to restriction requirement 
filed on 10/7/05. 

• Claims 1-13, and 15-18 are pending; claim 14 has been canceled. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments (filed 10/7/05) with respect to restriction requirement mailed on 9/8/05 
(see pages 2-4), with respect to claims 1-13, and 15-18 have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The restriction requirement of claims 1-13, and 15-18 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Horaguchi et al (JP 
09139794), and in view of Gase et al (US 5580177). 

Regarding claim 1, Horaguchi discloses a method of storing an initial use date of a 
printer, comprising: 

• determining whether the printer is being used for the first time (determine whether PC 2 and 
multifunctional printer 1 are interconnected, fig. 1, abstract, and par. 23-25); and 

• storing an initial use date in a storage of the printer (printer's RAM 15, fig. 2) when the printer 
is used for the first time by transferring the initial use date from a personal computer 
(transferring time and date from PC 2, pars. 23-25) to the printer. 

However, Horaguichi fails to teach and/or suggest determining step and storing step 
being executed when drivers for the printer are being installed (in other words, Horaguichi fails 
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to teach and/or suggest installing a new printer driver each time a new printer is connected to a 
host PC). 

Gase, in the same field of endeavor for printing, teaches determining step and storing step 
being executed when drivers for the printer are being installed (a new printer driver is installed 
each time a new printer is connected to a host device, col. 1, lines 42-45, which is well known in 
the art). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify printing system of Horaguchi to install a new printer driver each time a new 
printer is connected to a host device as taught by Gase because of a following reason: (•) to 
allow the client computer to use the newly added printer (col. 1, lines 46-47) and to communicate 
the initial use date from host device to printer properly; (•) and to ensure the printer is operate 
correctly by installing a new and compatible printer driver each time a new printer is added. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Horaguchi with Gase to obtain the invention 
as specified in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 4, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising the step 
of transferring data from said printer to a computer attached to said printer (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 4, wherein said initial use date 
is entered into said computer by a user (par. 23-26). 

Regarding claim 6, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 4, wherein said computer 
counts the date via an internal clock registers the time and the date into memory of printer if said 
time and date are correct (pars. 23-26). 

Claims 2-3, 7-13, 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hong 
(EP 965950), and in view of Horaguchi et al (JP 09139794). 
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Regarding claim 2, Hong discloses a method of informing an initial use date (first use 
date of newly purchased electronic device, abstract pages 1-4) of an electronic device, 
comprising the steps of: 

• providing data stored in a storage (memory 108, fig. 1) to a host (transmits via antenna 101, 
fig. 1), the storage including a first area (initial use date is absence or presence, par. 7 and par. 
28-35) for storing information indicating whether the initial use date was stored and a second 
area for recording the initial use date (initial use date, par. 7 and par. 28-35); 

• determining whether the initial use date was stored (par. 7 and pars. 28-35) referring to the 
data indicating the presence or absence of the initial use date by the host; 

• providing a current year/month/date to the electronic device by the host (par. 28-35) if the 
initial use date was not stored; 

• storing (memory 108, fig. 1) the current year/month/date received from the host as the initial 
use date in the second area of the storage and information indicating that the initial use date was 
stored by the electronic device (pars. 7 and par. 28-35); and 

• outputting the initial use date from the storage by the electronic device (par. 7 and pars. 28-35) 
upon receipt of a user command. 

Hong teaches an example of providing and storing an initial use date of an electronic 
device (i.e. television and cellular phone) after purchase for verifying the warranty period of the 
electronic device, but fails to teach and/or suggest that an electronic device is a printer device 
and installing printer driver onto newly purchased electronic device (specifically, Hong fails to 
teach and/or suggest transferring initial use date from host to printer device and to install new 
printer driver for newly purchased printer). 

Horaguchi teaches an example of an electronic device is a printer device and wherein a 
host computer transfers initial use date to printer device (transferring initial use date from host to 
printer upon connecting printer device with host computer, pars. 23-27) and installing printer 
driver onto a newly added electronic device (i.e. printer) is well known in the art (i.e. a new 
printer driver is required for newly added printer to work). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify Hong's invention to include printer device as taught by Horaguchi because 
of a following reason: (•) to extend coverage capability (i.e. warranty date) of not only for 
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televisions and cellular phones as taught by Hong, but also for printers and other electronic 
devices (i.e. digital camera, PDA, and etc). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hong with Horaguchi to obtain the invention 
as specified in claim 2. 

Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 2, wherein the step (3) comprises the steps 

of: 

• displaying a first message asking whether a year/month/date counted by an internal counter is 
identical (identical, pars. 23-28) to the current year/month/date by the host if the initial use date 
was not stored; 

• providing (pars. 23-28) the counted year/month/date as the current year/month/date to the 
printer by the host upon receipt of a positive response from a user; 

• displaying (par. 25) a second message requesting the user to enter the current year/month/date 
by the host upon receipt of a negative response from the host computer; and 

• providing (pars. 23-28) a year/month/date received from the user as the current 
year/month/date to the printer by the host upon receipt of the year/month/date from the user. 

Regarding claim 7, combinations of Hong and Horaguchi further teaches a method for 
initializing a printer attached to a computer, comprising the steps of: 

• electrically connecting said printer to said computer (fig. 1 of Horaguchi); 

• applying power to both said computer and said printer (AC power, par. 22 of Horaguchi); 

• installing a printer driver (installing printer driver onto a newly added electronic device (i.e. 
printer) is well known in the art) into said computer; 

• sending data (par. 23-28 of Horaguchi) from a memory space in said printer to said computer; 

• determining whether said printer has an initial date (par. 28-35 of Hong) stored in said memory 
of said printer; and 

• typing in an initial start date (par. 25 of Horaguchi) by a user into said computer if said initial 
date is absent from said memory of said printer. Please referering to claim 2 above for more 
details. 
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Regarding claim 8, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 7, further comprising 
the step of having the computer furnish said initial date of said printer if a clock on said 
computer is accurate (pars. 28-35). 

Regarding claim 9, Horaguichi further teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising 
the step of storing said initial date of said printer in said memory in said printer (RAM 15, fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 10, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 2, said host being a 
personal computer (PC 2, fig. 1) attached to but separate from the printer (fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 11, Hong further teaches the method of claim 2, wherein in step (2), the 
first area and not the second area is consulted to determine whether the initial use date has 
previously been stored (par. 28-35), said first area being distinguished form the second area. 

Regarding claim 16, Hong further teaches the method of claim 2, further comprising 
updating the first area to indicate that the initial use date has been moved when the host supplies 
the printer with the initial use date (par. 28-35). 

Regarding claim 12, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 7, said computer 
being a personal computer, said personal computer is being distinguished from the printer (fig. 

1). 

Regarding claim 13, Hong further teaches the method of claim 7, said memory space 
comprising a first area and a second area separate form the first area, the initial date being stored 
in the second area and an indicator being stored in the first area that indicates whether or not an 
initial date has been stored in the second area, said determining step examining the contents of 
the first area and not the second area (pars. 28-40). 

Regarding claim 15, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 12, said typing step is 
being conducted at the personal computer and not at the printer (pars. 20-26). 



Application/Control Number: 09/759, 3 5 1 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2624 



Regarding claim 17, Hong further teaches the method of claim 13, the first area is 
updated when the initial date is stored in the second area in the printer (pars. 28-35). 

Regarding claim 18, Horaguchi further teaches the method of claim 17, the first and the 
second areas being updated when the print drivers are being installed (installing printer driver 
onto a newly added electronic device (i.e. printer). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7439. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




